New Testament Survey
Syllabus for 2009-10 1st Semester
Chris Barnett, Teacher

This syllabus is designed to communicate the general requirements and expectations for Mr. Barnett’s 9th & 10th grade New Testament Survey class.  Make sure you read this information carefully and share it with your parents.  

Course Summary

New Testament Survey is designed to introduce to you the student the person of Jesus, as you gain a working knowledge of the individual books comprised in the New Testament with an emphasis on the major stories and themes contained within each writing. 
Required Materials

1.
A Bible (any translation is acceptable).  Plan to bring this every day.  Bible check will be done every day and one point will be deducted from your class participation grade for each day you fail to bring your Bible.

2.
Pen or pencil.

3.  
A three-ringed binder notebook to be used ONLY for Bible.

Grading System

Grades for each nine weeks will be determined as follows:

Major Tests


60%



Class participation
10%
Quizzes
 

15%



Service hours

  5%
Homework/Projects

10%





· There will be a Major Test every two weeks over the current topic of study.  

· Memory, True/False, and Fill-in-the-Blank Quizzes will be given every other week.  

· Individual and/or group projects will be assigned periodically during the semester.
· You’re classroom behavior has the potential to improve or damage your final grade.

· You are responsible for documenting 8 service hours each nine weeks. 
At the conclusion of the semester, each 9 week grade average will count 40% of the semester grade with the semester final exam counting 20%. 

Expectations

It is important that we have a good learning environment in order to learn more about the word of God.  Here are my expectations of all students in my classes.

1. Participate.  Class participation is worth 10% of your final grade.  That’s my way of saying how important your participation is in my class.  

2. Bring required materials to class.  Please be sure to bring your Bible, Bible Notebook, pen and or pencil to class.  Being prepared for class is a sign of respect and responsibility. Points will be deducted from your participation grade for each day you fail to bring your required materials.  NOTE:  All you will need at your desk are your required materials.  Please leave all Backpacks in the back of the classroom.
3. Be thoughtful, helpful, and courteous.  In other words, put on the “mind of Christ”! Participate, help others, encourage others and love others.  This class is not a place for sarcasm, teasing and arguing endlessly.

4. Have fun!  Life is too short not to have fun.  I promise you that we will have a great time together if you participate whole heartedly in the activities.  Come to class with a good attitude and expect something good to happen.

Discipline

In order to have the kind of classroom environment where we can learn together, we must have clearly established rules and consequences.  There will be five basic rules that I expect every student to follow:

1. Do not speak when the teacher or a fellow student is speaking.

2. Listen and follow all directions, the first time. 
3. Keep all hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
4.   Follow all “Classroom Procedures.”

5.   No food, candy, or drinks (other than water) in the classroom.

Hierarchy of Consequences:
· Verbal warning (3 Points removed from Participation Grade)
· Detention
· Conduct Referral & call parents

· Send to office & meet with parents

In the event that any student’s behavior is so severe that it disrupts the entire class, that student will immediately be sent to the office and parents will be contacted.

Conduct Grade
Each nine weeks in addition to your class grade you will receive a Conduct Grade.  Your Conduct Grade will be based on the discipline procedures already discussed and your “Class Participation Evaluation” score (see page 5).

· Excellent – will only be given if the student has no warnings or other offenses AND has a 94 or higher “Class Participation Evaluation” score. 
· Satisfactory – will be given if the student has 2 detentions or less per nine weeks AND has an 85 or higher “Class Participation Evaluation” score. 

· Needs Improvement – will be given to the student who has between 3 or 4 detentions or one conduct referral per nine weeks OR has an 84 or below “Class Participation Evaluation” score. 
· Unsatisfactory – will be given to the student who has more than 4 detentions or 2 conduct referrals per nine weeks OR has a 74 or below “Class Participation Evaluation” score. 
Help Sessions

Although I do not have an office on campus, I will make every effort to be available to you if you should have questions or be in need of my help.  My BBS internet e-mail address is chrisbarnett@bbschool.org.  

And another thing . . .
I am so glad that you are a member of my Bible class this semester!  I believe with all my heart that God has placed you in this class for a reason.  It is my sincere hope and prayer that we will grow together to be more like Jesus Christ.  Please understand that I am available to talk with you about any need that you might have, whether it’s a problem with a friend, advice about a family problem, a struggle with your faith, or if you’re considering giving your life to the Lord.  Let’s have a great year together!

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

1. After the tardy bell rings each day, everyone should be in your assigned seat.  

2. All backpacks should be placed in the back of the classroom.
3. After I have finished checking roll, we will have a prayer to begin class and I will do a Bible check and collect any homework, if needed.
4. Anyone arriving after the tardy bell has rang will be counted as tardy (unless presenting a note from a teacher or administrator).  Any tardy can be removed if a student brings back a note from a teacher/administrator to me during that school day.

5. You will NOT be allowed to leave my classroom except for bathroom emergencies or if you are called to the office or dismissed with prior approval.  (DO NOT ask to leave my class to get a drink of water, get something from your locker, go to your car, go see another teacher without written request, etc.)

6. Use the bathroom before you come to class each day.  I will not allow a person to leave to go to the bathroom every day unless a parent or doctor tells me it is necessary.

7. I do not allow sleeping in my class unless we are finished for the day and you have completed all your assignments.  Points will be deducted from your class participation grade each day for sleeping.

8. I do not allow working on homework for other classes, reading newspapers, books or magazines, playing video games, listening to iPods, or working on anything else in my class unless we are finished for the day and you have completed all your assignments. Any violation will result in points being deducted from your class participation grade.
9. I will use a seating chart for the first few weeks to help me get to know your names more quickly.  I will then allow you to choose your own seats.  Any student(s) who struggle with behavior/attention issues, will be assigned seats as needed.

Class Participation Evaluation

Class Participation will count 10% of each nine week’s grade.  Every student will begin each nine weeks with a Class Participation grade of 100.  3 Points will be deducted each day for any of the following.
· Not actively participating (sleeping, reading, listening to iPod, texting, etc.).
· Lack of courtesy for fellow students and the teacher (talking while others are sharing, interrupting, etc.).
· Argumentative and hostile with teacher and fellow students.

· Lack of respect for the physical surroundings (trash on floor, writing on desks, etc.).
· Not showing respect for serious subjects (quiet and respectful while Bible is read, prayers are being led, etc.).
· Belittling, criticizing, or making fun of others in the class.

· Not keeping an appropriate volume level in class.

· Refusal to be actively involved in small groups, class discussion, watching videos, library work and any other assignments given by teacher.

· Late to class.
· Did not bring Bible or other required materials to class.
Service Hours Completed
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Your name ________________________

ACTIVITY (must include date)
FOR WHOM (must include phone #)
TIME


___________________________
________________________________
_____
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________________________________
_____


___________________________
________________________________
_____


___________________________
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___________________________
________________________________
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___________________________
________________________________
_____
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___________________________
________________________________
_____

I state on my honor that the amount of time I submit today accurately reflects my involvement in the service activities listed during the evaluation period.

_____________________________________________

(Your Signature – Required)

Directions for Reporting Service Hours

1.  You must complete 8 service hours per nine weeks.  

2.  You must sign your name or the hours submitted will NOT be accepted.

3.  You must document the service activity (including date), for whom the

     service was done (including phone number) and amount of time 

     spent on the service activity.

4.  A maximum of four hours may be counted the first semester only for any

     mission trips or other service completed this summer.

5.  Service hours do not “carry over” from one nine weeks to the next or 

     from one semester to the next.

6.  No service hours may be counted for work done for immediate family

     members (parents, brothers/sisters) unless you are working in a family

     business where you do not receive compensation.  

7.  A maximum of 4 service hours per nine weeks may be done in a family

     business where you do not receive compensation.

8.  A maximum of 4 service hours per nine weeks may be done for extended

     family members (grandparents, aunts/uncles, etc.).

9.  Anyone found to be untruthful in the reporting of service hours will 

     receive an automatic zero for their service hours grade for that nine

     weeks.
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